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Background 

Milford School recently started the journey to becoming an international, Green Flag Award Eco-School.  The 
programme is designed to raise environmental awareness amongst young people.  In England it is run by 
environmental charity, Keep Britain Tidy.  Internationally, the programme is present in almost 70 countries, 
being the largest educational programme in the world with millions of children participating.  Our school is now 
part of this global community, working to create environmental change for the benefit of our children and future 
generations.  The Eco-Schools programme rates School Grounds as one of its ten important environmental 
topics. 

Alongside this, the school have consulted with Surrey Outdoor Learning Development (SOLD) on embedding the 
school’s Outdoor Learning Curriculum, with the overarching goal to provide outdoor teaching facilities that are 
used every week of the year. 

The Friends have been working with Milford School to further develop these plans and coordinate fundraising 
and volunteer support.  The plans seek to build the school’s eco credentials and provide an environmentally 
focussed and outdoor-enabled education to our primary school pupils, that builds a lasting compassion towards 
the environment and a love of the outdoors. 

The development plans centre on the provision of five distinct outdoor learning zones – Pond Area, Vegetable 
Garden, Sensory Garden, Woodland Area, Outdoor Classroom – by evolving already-established areas and 
creating new facilities, structured around a “walk in and teach” approach. 

The overall ambition is for our children to be learning within the entire school grounds and dedicated outdoor 
teaching spaces throughout the year. 

Donations 

Donations towards these projects can be made via Virgin Money Giving. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/TFOMS-Outdoor 

  

https://tinyurl.com/TFOMS-Outdoor
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?charityCampaignUrl=TFOMS-Outdoor


  

   

 
 

 

Initiatives 
Milford School and The Friends of Milford School are working to implement a number of specific initiatives over 
the next three academic years to support the above aims.  These are outlined below, with the initial focus being 
on access improvements, the sensory garden and woodland area. 

Access improvements 

The school benefits from extensive grounds including a playground with a large adjoining field.  Improvements 
are required to increase the year-round access to the entire school grounds and provide easy access to the five 
outdoor learning zones. 

This labour-intensive project includes: 

• Removing tall hedging that currently separates the playground from the field to open up the entire site; 
• Improving the field boundaries by controlling spread of bamboo hedging using rhizome barrier; 
• Hire of associated machinery. 

As part of this development work, we would like to seed areas of the school site with wildflowers to make 
attractive and environmentally diverse meadow areas. 

Sensory Garden 

 

The Sensory Garden area is currently open-
access and serves as a play area for children. 
 
The continued use and spread of roots from 
nearby bamboo has left the area in need of 
repair. 
 
During these renovations, we are seeking to 
transform this into an outdoor learning 
environment. 

 
Funding and support are required to: 

• Re-lay block paving areas; 
• Remove weeds and excess bamboo growth; 
• Repair mural areas; 
• Install additional tyre seating; 
• Refresh and improve overall planting; 
• Install fencing to create a clear boundary more suitable for classroom use; 
• Install a fixed outdoor whiteboard; 
• Install fixed canvas shelters; 
• Provide secure storage facilities; 
• Provide butterfly and ladybird houses; 
• Ensure protection of areas that are currently home to stag beetles. 

  



  

   

 
 

 

Woodland Area 

The provision of a new woodland area is a 
key priority within the school’s Outdoor 
Learning Curriculum plans. 
 
A site in the corner of the school field has 
been identified as the location of a new 
woodland area, which will use woodland 
materials for fencing and seating, centred 
around a firepit.  The planting of new 
hedgerow will enhance the woodland feel 
and provide year-round interest for the 
children as well as new habitats for wildlife. 
  

 
Funding is required to: 

• Install fencing to create clear boundaries; 
• Plant new hedgerow (seeking support from the Woodland trust); 
• Create natural log seating areas; 
• Build a firepit; 
• Install a fixed outdoor white board; 
• Provide secure storage facilities; 
• Provide woodland-related teaching resources. 

Growing Areas 

 
 

Close to the main school building, raised-bedding 
areas are available for class use.   
 
Following the extended Covid lockdown period, 
we are looking to reinvigorate these areas so that 
each classroom can have its own dedicated area 
to grow fruit and vegetables therefore promoting 
the sustainability of growing plants at home, 
seasonal produce, and healthy eating. 
 

Support is required to: 

• Clear and weed the existing areas; 
• Reinforce and repair the planters; 
• Introduce fresh compost; 
• Provide resources for children to grow new seeds and plants; 
• Install pupil seating; 
• Install a fixed outdoor white board. 



  

   

 
 

 

Pond Area 

 

The school is keen to ensure that the grounds 
promote biodiversity as much as possible. 
 
There is a well-established pond area with ‘wild 
growth’ areas that the children love visiting but 
requires additional investment to embed this as 
an environmental learning area. 

 

Work required includes: 

• Clearing weeds; 
• Planting new plants that are bug-friendly and attract pollinators; 
• Installing tables for children to act as an outdoor classroom; 
• Extend paving on far side of the pond to provide space for children to “lay on tummies” and safely view 

the pond from both sides; 
• Install fixed canvas shelters; 
• Provide additional bug hotels, bird boxes and hedgehog houses; 
• Providing additional teaching resources to support learning in respect of the pond area. 

Outdoor Classroom 

A significant fundraising drive is currently in 
progress to raise funds to provide a new library 
space for the school, including the provision of new 
furniture and books.  Once the new library area is 
installed, local childcare groups, nurseries and 
parents of prospective pupils will also be able to 
make use of the facilities.  The new library will be 
located within “The Hub”, which is a separate 
building adjacent to the main school building. 
 
As well as the indoor area, this building has its own 
fenced-off garden which we are looking to renovate 
and turn into a “secret garden” outdoor classroom 
and reading area. 

 

 
Support is required to: 

• Extend existing fencing; 
• Extensively plant the area with trees, shrubs and flowers; 
• Install a fixed outdoor whiteboard; 
• Provide outdoor seating; 
• Install fixed canvas shelters. 



  

   

 
 

 

Weather Station 

 
As a discrete project, we would like to install a weather station 
to provide pupils with real-time insight into current weather. 
 
Specifically, we are seeking a weather station that allows for 
automatic live-streaming of current weather data to the 
internet and integration onto the school’s website. 

 
 

Funding is required to: 

• Purchase and install a Wi-Fi-enabled weather station. 


